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Serving the Rainy River District for over 23 years!  Read us on line at www.westendweekly.ca.  Check out the pictures on line.  They are so good!

Photographers’ showcase

Sunset over the Gulf of Mexico.
Photo by Jack Elliott, Rainy River
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A search for a hobby brings a love of glass

Bowl and vase created with "Fusers Reserve" candy cane
glass.  This was the Christmas buyers favourite and each
creation is one of a kind.

This is Diana's home art studio with room for four sisters or
four friends to create and laugh their heads off.  There are
lots of prototypes displayed for inspiration.  "My favourite
saying on the wall, ‘Everyone is gifted but some people
never open their package’."

The yellow chick and blue daisy creation is going to be a
"garden flag" and it will hang from an iron rod to be
planted in Diana's garden this spring.

"This is my Paragon Ovation 1013 glass kiln.  It is their top
of the line professional series.  I figured I will likely only be
buying one kiln in my lifetime to it was going to be the
best!"

This dragonfly plate was made with an "Impression Mold".
Amber glass is Diana's personal favourite colour.  She said
much of her own personality comes through in the choices
she makes when creating in glass.

These are glass molds.  There are two steps to fusing glass,
the first is a "flat fuse" where your creation is fused into one
piece of glass.  The second step is to "Form Fuse" it into a
mold so your creation takes the form of a bowl or vase, etc.

This was Diana's first at-
tempt at making jewelry and
she plans to make many
more interesting pieces for
the March 28th Handmade
Arts & Crafts Festival.

by Jacquie Dufresne
Diana Kangas was born and

raised in Fort Frances but after
meeting and marrying Lauri at
college in Thunder Bay they
decided, upon graduation, to

move to Toronto in search of
fame and fortune.  They knew
one day they'd be back.

They both went into business
in Toronto, Diana's was a com-
pany called Adaptive Rehab
Inc.  Her business specialized
in brain injury, spinal cord in-
jury and catastrophic impair-
ment.  After hours her passion
was gardening but fifteen
years ago she decided she
needed something to express
her creativity in the winter.
She also needed a distraction
from the long hours at work.

Colourful glass vases along
the window sills of their sun-
room provided the needed in-
spiration for a new hobby.  She
was soon signed up for a one
day stained glass workshop
and from then she was 'hooked
on glass'.  For the next 12
years she worked on projects
with the same group of people,
once a week providing each
other with companionship,
new ideas and encouragement.

In 2011 the couple decided it
was time for early retirement
and a move back to Fort
Frances to be near ailing par-
ents.  Lauri's family was not
far away in Thunder Bay.
They found a home in Alber-
ton Township and in the spring
of 2012 Diana became a mem-

ber of the Northland Art Soci-
ety in International Falls.  The
Society has a glass fusing kiln
and Diana met her mentor
Adele McDonnell, an amazing
artisan in her late 70s at the
time, who taught her the art of
glass fusing.

Diana is paying forward the
gift of Adele's technical
prowess by mentoring mem-
bers at the Art Club every
Tuesday teaching fused glass
and stained glass.  She will be
teaching a fused glass work-
shop to the public on Saturday,

February 21 to try to attract
new members to the club.

Fused glass kilns have re-
cently become affordable to in-
dividuals so Diana bought her
own this year.  She plans to
conduct workshops in her
home and has finally acquired
the confidence needed to begin
selling her work.

The Alberton Christmas Craft
Show has provided a venue for
sales for the past two years and
she discovered what enormous
fun those shows have been.  As
well they've been almost sell
outs.

This spring Diana will be
hosting the first Handmade
Arts & Crafts Festival at the
CN Train Station Hall in Fort
Frances.  She will be selling her
own work and welcomes other
artisans to join her.  There is
only space for a couple more
tables for display as some
handmade crafters have already
signed up.  One of those will be
husband Lauri who is a photog-
rapher by hobby and over the
years has amassed quite an im-
pressive collection of work
some of which has been fea-
tured in our Photographers
Showcase.  It took some con-
vincing to encourage him to
sell some of his pictures but it
was time because he has re-
ceived so many accolades over
the years.  You can see samples
of Lauri's work at www.pho-
ton-echoes.com.

The first Handmade Arts &
Crafts Festival will be held on
Saturday, March 28, 2015 from
10am to 3pm.  The train station
was Diana's choice because of

its artsy flair and history to the
area.  The festival will feature
fused glass, stained glass, pho-
tography, picture framing, jew-
elry, woodworking, bottle art,
painting, baking and more.  It
is perfectly timed for Easter

and Mother's Day gift giving.
Diana is hoping that this fes-

tival will grow over time to in-
clude artists from the entire
district.  If anyone is interested
she can be contacted at
diana.kangas@bell.net.

Lion trip to Guatemala

Recently Debbie Firth, one of our members of the Emo and
District Lions Club went to Guatemala with a group of indi-
viduals from the district coordinated by Mark Mast to help
build houses, hand out food to those in need and to work
with the children. Pictured is Deb, alongside with one of the
families that received a  new home. The Emo and District
Lions provided  $800 to build 2 houses. Thanks Deb for
representing our club and Lionism in Guatemala.
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How it Works: 
1. Address your parcel, with 

your name and our address. 
2. Track you parcel online, you 

will be able to see exactly 
where your parcel is at all 
times.

3. Bring your picture ID, 
tracking information and a 
copy of the invoice with 
when picking up your 
parcel. 

Prices-
1-40lb Parcel $3

41-100lb Parcel $5
101-150lb Parcel $6

*Parcels only, no freight deliveries accepted 
*We can only accept parcels up to 150lbs 
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