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Photographers’ showcase

An unusual sight.  Mama bear with four cubs.  You can just see a little of the fourth cub up
the tree peeking around from the other side.  The photographer wanted to remain anony-
mous so that people wouldn’t come looking for the bears.

Martin Dufresne
275-8916
852-4237

Are you paying too much for your insurance?
Call Martin, Melissa or Robin for a free no obligation quote.
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Mill Quarter Century Club goes way, way, way back

Ray Coran, Freddie Beck and Ray Taylor re-connect at the
Quarter Century Club dinner.

Bill Spuzak worked as a Millwright for 43  years.

Friends for life, Roy Legarrie (left) is the oldest Veteran in
the Quarter Century Club and is joined by long-time friend
and co-worker Allan Robertson.

Three brothers, Gerald, Ernie and Gary Cousineau worked
at the Mill for a combined total of 106 years.

Jim Avis and Dennis Allen have a chat before dinner is
served

Dave Gustafson discusses his future career in Hinton, Al-
berta with Larry Angus

By: Teresa Hazel
What is the Mill Quarter

Century Club? The name says
it all. It’s a club for employees
who have reached twenty-five
years of service. Although
there will be no new names
added to the group after this
year, about ninety of those
who have achieved it came out
to celebrate and reminisce last
Thursday at the Fort Frances
Legion.

The Mill’s Quarter Century
Club goes back to the 1940’s
and 50’s when the paper mill
was known as the Fort Frances
Pulp and Paper Mill and the
Ontario/Minnesota Pulp and
Paper Mill. It went on to take
on many other names over the
years, including Boise Cas-
cade, Boise Cascade Canada,

Rainy River Forest Products,
Stone Consolidated, Abitibi
Consolidated, Abitibi Bowater
and lastly, Resolute Forest
Products, which will be the
name that resonates mostly
with its closure.

In 2008, when Abitibi filed
for bankruptcy, the Quarter
Century Club was idled due to
cutbacks. After five years, a
group of guys spearheaded by
Bill Morrison Sr. came to-
gether to re-establish the event
last year and continue to rec-
ognize long service employees
of the mill.

The committee who organ-
ized this year’s dinner in-
cluded Al Smith, Ed Haglund,
Robert Schulz, Al Bedard, Ed
Bogacki, Rudy Gustafson,
Gordon Bell and Don Dick-

son.
They acknowledged the new

members inducted this year al-
though reported that none
were in attendance and added
that the majority of them have
left to other areas to seek em-
ployment.

Freddie Beck who worked in
payroll for 38 years from 1958
to 1996 came up to acknowl-
edge the deceased members of
the group from the last year
and asked for a moment of si-
lence in memory of Irwin
Morphet, Doug Boyd, Charlie
Spritt, Leo Tremblay, Bruce
Lowes, Tom Kenney, Joe
Olynyk, Dave Chambers, Glen
Westover, James Perrault, Hu-
bert Medhurst and Tony Weir.

For those who were there,
much joking and laughing
could be heard around the
room as people re-connected
with former co-workers.

For Ray Taylor who worked
at the mill for 35 years, retiring
as the Kraft Mill Office Man-
ager in 1994, the Quarter Cen-
tury Club brings back a lot of
memories.

“I used to bartend at the din-
ners before I was eligible”, he
said, adding that he wears his
dad’s 25-year ring that was
given to his dad for his 25
years of service at the Mando

mill in International Falls.
Ray Coran joined Taylor at

the dinner. He worked on the
paper machines for thirty three
years from 1951 to 1984.

“It was a good experience. I
brought up four kids”, said the
grateful employee. “I enjoyed
it. I can’t complain”. He did
however feel for those who
were experiencing the closure
of the mill.

“I didn’t like to see the mill
go down but I knew the time
was coming”.

Bill Spuzak worked as a mill-
wright for forty three and a half
years from 1944 to 1988. He’s
had a long retirement.

“Aren’t I lucky”, he smiled,
adding that he is married to
Marie and has three kids. He
was born and raised in Fort
Frances and spent his entire ca-
reer here. He is one of the old-
est members of the club at 88
and a half. 

“I love it, just love it”, he said
of the dinner. “Getting together
with the guys and meeting up
with all the guys I used to work
with”.

Another old timer, Roy
Legarrie is the oldest Veteran in
the club at 88 and a quarter.
After serving in the Army dur-
ing World War II, Legarrie
started his employment in the
mill in 1945 where he worked
as a powerhouse operator until
1987.

“I’ve had a lot of years of re-
tirement”, he said, adding that
he also served as President of
the Union for nineteen years.

He recalled being electro-
cuted in 1953.

“I was dead. They worked on
me for twenty minutes to bring
me back”, acknowledging his
friend and coworker, Allan
Robertson who is sitting beside
him as one of the guys who
helped save him. 

“It was quite an experience”,
said Robertson who also re-
membered the age of employ-
ees back in the early 40’s.

“A lot of people quit school in
grade eight to start working”,
he noted.

For many employees, it is a
family affair. For instance,
three Cousineau brothers, Gary,
Ernie and Gerald were there
celebrating their long-time

service.
When I asked Gary what he

did in the mill, his two brothers
answer in jest, “He slept”. (Put
in Ernie Cousineau’s distinct
laugh here.)

Gary worked in the Power-
house for 35 years from 1970
to 2005; Ernie worked as a pa-
permaker for 38 years from
1975 to 2013; and Gerald was
also a papermaker for 33 years
from 1981 until taking a buyout
in January of this year.

Dennis Allen and Jim Avis
were seen chatting. Allen re-
calls starting at the mill during
the winter storm of March 1966
and retired 38 years later in
2005.

Avis was a “late bloomer” at
the mill. “I’ve been slinging
wood for years”, he laughed
about his employment in the
woodyard at the mill from 1988
until…”I’m still there. I will of-
ficially retire this year after 26
years”, explained Avis, adding
that he also wears a quarter
century ring from the Mando
mill that was given to him by
his uncle. “After he passed
away, the family gave it to me
because I worked at the mill”.

Dave Gustafson joined the
quarter century club last year
after working as a papermaker
since 1981. Due to the closure
of the mill, he will be moving
on to Hinton, Alberta this
month to assume a new job as
Pulp Supervisor. He was get-
ting tips for his new job from
Larry Angus who worked as
the Pulp Mill Superintendent in
the Kraft Mill for 36 years from
1962 until 1998.

Generations of family also
worked at the mill over the
years. Ernie Brunetta Sr.
worked in the personnel depart-
ment from 1945 until 1986.
“He hired me”, noted Bill Mor-
rison Sr., and those in the
crowd could be heard saying,
“He hired most of the guys
here”.

Brunetta was there with his
sons, Dale Brunetta who
worked as a pipefitter from
1976 and will officially retire in
July of this year; and Ernie

Brunetta Jr. who started in the
mill as a papermaker in 1985
and was released this past
March. “I’m looking for work”,
he said.

In contrast to the Retired
Nurses Dinner where there
were 60-some women and one
man, at this event, there are 90-
some men and one woman.
Bev Angus worked in the Fin-
ishing and Shipping depart-
ment for 37 years from 1965
until 2002.

“It’s nice to see the guys”, she
said. “There were a lot of years
there weren’t women. The guys
were good to me. I had a really
good working career”, she
smiled fondly.

She was joined at her table by
Len Hill who worked as a
Swiper on the paper machines
for 33 years from 1971 until
2005.

“It’s been a good life. I en-
joyed it. I feel bad it went
downhill”, he said of the paper
industry.

Don Angus was also there. He
worked in paper production for
40 years from 1958 to 1998.

“It’s nice to see and get reac-
quainted with the people you
spent so many hours with. It’s
been a good ride”.

Doug MacDonald was wel-
comed as the guest speaker at
the dinner and shared his his-
torical research on the Pulp and
Paper industry in Fort Frances
that he prepared as part of his
thesis to complete his honours
history degree from Lakehead
University.

“It’s a bittersweet time”, he
said to the crowd.

“Tonight, I would like to dis-
cuss the early life of our mill
and how it came to be the eco-
nomic heart of Fort Frances”.

He also explained that in the
study of history it is important
to “look a little further back
than 100 years” when looking
at why we have a mill complex
in Fort Frances. “Although it is
not obvious today, Fort Frances
is a river town”, he said. “The
earliest European interest in the
area was because of the east-

Bill Morrison Sr. extends appreciation to Doug MacDonald
for his look back at the Pulp and Paper industry in Fort
Frances.
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